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AT Tl e
Asna 1 stopped in front of the SeaSide Inn Beach
:-i-hhdm Resort, a small quaint motel. Owner David - )
of beaches ranging Teitelbaum greeted me and gave me a propeny lour
mmﬁ:ﬂr As we paused on the termce roof’ to admire the tur-
more secluded gems quoise sea blending in with the clear blue sky, David Two
such as this ane. declared [ would be under the spell of the island EMghes-Fhird Night FREE:
bore s Featuriag before the end of day Later that afternoon, as [
et i rested oa my chaise Josgue on & white powdery sand
other treags, Two beach, [ came to understand this place was all about
Scoops s located beauty and serenity. Nary a sound, only the music of
m£ the waves. Hardly anybody on the beach. A few steps
Marin public pier, to my right, a graceful blue heron kept me company .
while, in the distance, a sailboat crossed the Gulf on S&évm
the horizon. Resos?
BEACHES GALORE .
I'was impressed by the vast array of beaches on Anna Total Cost for 3 r:,llshts
Maria Island. Ranging from vibrant and family-ori- $2 I 4
ented spots, such as Manatee Public Beach or Holmes
Beach, to more secluded beaches, such as Coquina Resort Room
Beach, Longhoat Key Public Beach, to name just a yoen
few, you can experience it all. [ personally fell for the Reservations: 800-441-7873
gems on the northern dp of Anna Maria Island.
Especially amund 7 am. Not a soul. Only you, the

ﬁ&mmmmuw
In the cvenings, T casily found a spat anywhere BRIDGEWALK

" on the island to admire some of the most spectacular

sunsets I've ever witnessed and scenery that left me I oo s
with long lasting memories, '

ISLAND CUISINE = —~ Total Cost for 3 Nights
Anna Maria Island offers a host of oppartunities to

Royal Palm Studio Suite
Reservations: B66-779-1545

Book Your
Getaway
NOW!

www.silverresorts.com
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top: Home to more than 33 artists,
the Yillage of the Arts is Florida's
Largest art comemunity,
bottom: Rated the No. | tourist
atrsction in Bradeaton, Florida,
horse fing is by popul
and may be sold our weeks in
witvance so reservations are
highly recommended.

If vou prefer a solid breakfaus firss thing in
the morning, [ recommend pancakes or waffles
at the Gulf Drive Café & Tiki. For lunch, wiy
not iry Lo photograph a dolphin jumping out of
the water as you cnjoy a plateful of shrimps at
the Anna Maria City Pier Restaurant? It is a
unique spot from which to admire the blue Gulf
waters and watch lazy pelicans navigate around
fishermen's boats, Then, stop in for & coconut
ice cream at Two Scoops acros the street. For
dinner, aim for the ultimate gastronomic experi-
ence at the Beach Bistro, a four-star restaurant
with a very talented chel,

SPECIAL EXPERIENCES
When 1 wasn't swimming in the warm Gulf
waters, | joined the Anna Maria Island “Turde
Waich [(AMITW) volunteers on the beach early
in the morning to scarch for wracks of female
turtles that had emerged the previous night, It
was a wonderful way to learn first-hand about
the turdes” nesting and hatching habits,

I even comtemplated paddling standing up
on  boat from Natve Rentals, Unfortumutely, 1
never did get arcund to it It would have been a
unigue opportunity to escape into a workd of
rrangquility while gliding on the waters of
Baylront Park with the Skybridge as a backdrop,




Instead, I ended the day horse surfing in Palma Sola
Causcway watcrs, This one-hour adventure in the water
with my horse consisted of swimming and playing with iy,
then hanging onto its il and being dragged full speed in
the water. A memaorable experience T highly recommend
for these whao kove horseback riding,

As I enjoyed a light lunch at the Village Cafe on Pine
Avenue, I was introduced to the Historic Green Village—a
project designed to generate more enerngy on-site than it will
consume in a year thanks to a
variety of green technologies.
The project & built across five
plots on the historic main
street of Anna Maria City. All
are historic old houses rescued
fram demolition and restored
in accordance to the Green
Village standards,

MAINLAND

1 also took the opportunity to stop by the South Florida
Musenm to visit Snooty, the eldest and most famous mana-
tee in Florida, The planctarium and the mamy exhibits dis-
played in this modern and smartly-staged museumn are most
compelling,

After only a few days, [ felt relaxed and rejuvenated.
The nonchalance and warmth of people as well as the stun-
ning scenery make Anna Maria Island a very precious place
in the sun. W

ATTRACTIONS

In Bradenton on the mainland,
just a [3-minute drive from
Anna Maria Island, 1 strolled
among  colourful  wooden
houses in the Village of the
Arts, a cheerful and creative
community where 35 sccentric
and virtuous artisis live, work
and display their creations in
their homes or studios.

| ~ IRAVEL PLANNER =
Far mare information, visit:
VISITFLORIDA.COM
Bradenton Area Convention
and Visitor's Bureau:
annamaraisland-longboatkey.com
SeaSide Inn Beach Resoet:
seasideresor.com

Anna Maria Historic Green Village:
annamariahistoricgreanvillage.com
Anna Maria lsland Turtle Watch
and Shore Bird Monitoring:
islandturtles.com

Great World Adventures:
beachhorses,com

Mative Rentals:
mysitontopkayak.com

Village of the Arts:
villageofthearts.com

Sauth Flarida Musaum:
southfloidamuseum.org
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